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Christmas Party, Annual Meeting Scheduled

The Annual Meeting of the Van Wert Amateur Radio Club will be held Saturday,
December 3, 2005 at the Van Wert office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management. Officers will be elected at that time.

The list of candidates is as follows:

President
Louis Thomas, WDSLLO*
Cork Poling, WSDHG
Vice President
Thomas Laus, KH6ILT *
Joseph Sheldon, KB3JYW
Secretary
Stephen Kouts, WASWKF *
Robert Barnes, WDSLPY
Treasurer
No election for this office this year
Activities Manager
No nominations have been received
Publicity Manager
Michael Long, K8PBE *

* Denotes incumbent

As always, nominations will be accepted from the floor before the elections are held, so
you still have time to serve the radio club. We need your leadership and enthusiasm!

The following club meeting, December 17" will be the annual Christmas Party at the
same location. Time will be 6:00 PM. Bring a covered dish to share. Ham, buns and
table service will be provided by the club.

EMA exercise prepares responders

Planes crashing, trucks spewing hazardous chliorine, people badly injured. The scenario
is one local emergency responders don't like to think about. However, that's exactly what
they had to do on Wednesday during an exercise hosted by the Van Wert County
Emergency Management Agency. The exercise, which was held at the Van Wert County
Regional Airport, involved a hazardous materials exercise, an airplane fire exercise
staged by Fire Force and a critique to conclude the exercise. The scenario, as described
by County Emergency Management Director Rick McCoy, involved a Lear Jet airplane
that allegedly took off from Fort Wayne, Ind., but developed mechanical trouble and had
to make an emergency landing. Before making a crash landing, the plane came in low



over U.S. 224 and hit a tanker truck carrying chlorine, a hazardous material. The crash
caused the truck tank to rupture, spewing the chemical onto the highway, while the truck
also crashed into another vehicle, injuring occupants in the vehicle. McCoy said the
exercise was designed to test the following areas:

Emergency command system
Communication capabilities
EMS response

Hospital capabilities

McCoy said the exercise was largely a success, but noted some areas of concern were
uncovered. One was the somewhat limited communications capabilities of the EMA's
emergency response vehicle, which had problems handling the large volume of radio
traffic needed for the exercises. "We still need to work on communications,"” McCoy
noted. "Communications peed to flow a little bit better than they did last night." Hospital
emergency room staff agreed, and noted they had a hard time deciphering garbled radio
traffic from EMS responders. McCoy said for large operations, such as Wednesday's
disaster exercise, he would likely work out of National Emergency Command Center in
the EMA office on East Lincoln Highway. "I'm sure we could have handled all the radio
traffic from that site,” he added. Other things leamed from the exercise included getting
firefighter participants for the hazmat exercise. McCoy said no local firefighters signed
up for the haz-mat exercise, which made it more difficult for the EMS medics to figure
out what they needed to do. "It was a little confusing for the medics,” McCoy said.
There was no such trouble with the firefighting exercise, which had many local fire
departments as participants. Departments that participated include Van Wert, Delphos,
Convoy, Middle Point, Ohio City, Willshire, Wren, Scott and Ottoville. Also participating
were the Van Wert Post of the Ohio State Highway Patrol, Van Wert Police and Van
Wert County Sheriff's departments, the Civil Air Patrol, ham radio operators from the Van
Wert Amateur Radio Club, the American Red Cross and County Coroner Dr. Scott
Jarvis.

———from the vwindependent.com internet newspaper 10/27/2005

"Ham Aid" Funds Available to Help Replace Storm-
Damaged EmComm Systems

(Nov 17, 2005) -- Thanks to a Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) grant extension,
limited ARRL "Ham Aid" funds are available to help cover the cost of replacing hurricane-damaged
Amateur Radio emergency communication systems. This assistance applies to ARES group or club-owned
open-access repeaters, critical Amateur Radio infrastructure or other essential communication backbone
equipment damaged by hurricanes Katrina, Rita or Wilma. The goal is to restore critical Amateur Radio
emergency communication systems in hurricane-prone areas and especially in cases where equipment
damage has compromised Amateur Radio's disaster-response capability. Funds will be dispersed on a first-
come, first-served basis, and interested groups or organizations should be prepared to document the loss
and provide a replacement budget. Contact ARRL Chief Development Officer Mary Hobart, K1MMH;
860-594-0397 for complete application details and requirements. Hobart says Ham Aid funds also remain
available to cover limited out-of-pocket expenses for Amateur Radio volunteers who deployed to the field
during hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma. Application guidelines are on the ARRL Web site. Time is of
the essence! The CNCS grant extension expires December 31, 2005!

~——————from the ARRL Letter



NEWS & nols

ell it’s that time again. Open
Squelch, Annual Meeting,
Christmas Party, Dues,( hope
you got last years paid before now), if not Jack
will still take the money. We trust you had a
great Thanksgiving and are ready for
Christmas and the Winter Amateur Radio
Season, there are lots of things to do!
hanks to Mike, K8PBE for all
T the planning and work down in
the basement, my what a
change. We have storage where you can find
things, and operating positions (not just one)
where you can operate. Steve, WASWKEF;
Jerry, KC8WNG; and Dick, KD8BRYV, gave
a lot of help but Mike put in his vacation and
spare time for a month down there, be sure
you come and see.
" ike also continues with the
Jﬁﬂ[ web site, and things are
- looking good. The Open
Squelch is there along with lots of other
things. So for the latest info get to
(www.w8fy.org).If you have info or ideas for
the site let Mike, K8PBE know what you are
thinking,

e also continue to get the list
of those who would like to
save the Club some postage

by getting the Open Squelch at the web site.
Thanks for trying, but we keep losing the list,
let Jack, WD8MLYV or Cork, W8DHG know
who you are and some day we will get it
together. Once we get the E-Mail list we will
try to send you a note that a new OS or
additional info is on the web site. A note on a
net or at a meeting would help, although for
this Annual Meeting notice it’s nice to put the
Open Squelch in the mail.
he attacks by industry and
T others encroaching on Ham
Radio is being fought by the
ARRL, support their efforts. JOIN!

econd in the nation in the 4F
class for Field Day this year. 1
know it”’s not as good as first
like we have had in past years in this class but
we had the most QSO”s, just not the most
points. VWARC did a great job and that’s a
fact. Thanks to everyone, each of you helped
to make it possible, congratulations! It’s
always nice to be at the top, but FD is fun
regardless.
ew idea department! Joe,
KD8AKY over Delphos
direction has the folks around
the area talking about some co-operative
activities for the Clubs in the area. He and
others in the area would like to see some
educational, social, and informational programs
for and by three or four clubs in our area.
Perhaps 3 or 4 meetings spread over the year
would be an opportunity to meet face to face
and learn more about the many facets of Ham
Radio. We have talked a little about this at
Club meetings, so get to the meetings and get in
your two cents worth! I hope we can send a
Representative to a meeting that will be
sometime after the first of the year.
wonder sometimes if you or I or
I anyone knows how well off we
are. I miss the boat on thanking
people in the past and the present for things
they did that help me, be it Gods will or theirs,
it is a gift I can not repay but may be able to
pass on to others. It’s Thanksgiving and it
seems at times it is the lost or soon to be lost
holiday, buried under spoiled Jack-o-Lanterns
and trampled by Christmas Shoppers, unheard
because of the din of Football broadcasts.
There are always people less fortunate, always,
so we all can give in some way, we can pass on
the gift that we received by putting our self in
it. Our joys, our love, our happiness is this
season and we can pass them on by showing
our thankfulness for the gifts we have received.






