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Homeland Security / EMA issuing new ID badges

The Van Wert County office of Homeland Security/EMA has used recently acquired grant
money to purchase a computer system to produce new ID badges. The photo ID badges will be
used for identification of emergency relief workers.

Government officials and others, including amateur radio operators involved with RACES are
receiving the new ID badges as a security measure. The badges are a fast way to identify those
who should have access to an emergency situation. They not only contain a photo ID, but also a
digitally produced signature of the person the badge is issued to.

The system not only produces the badges, but also collects information for EMA's database. A
person's certifications, such as radio operator, first responder, or first aid training are listed on the
badge as well as the database for reference.

Steve Kouts, WA8WKEF, has been assisting with issuing the badges. Come to the next radio club
meeting and have your picture taken for your new ID badge.

w———-Jack Snyder, WDSMLV

WSFY to assist with cross country meet

WB8FY has once again been asked to help with communications with the Van Wert Invitational
Cross Country Meet to be held in Van Wert Saturday, September 25, 2004.

Radio club members in the past have been stationed along the route of the runners, which
traverses the area of the reservoirs just south of the Van Wert County Hospital. Amateurs stand
by in case of injury or other emergency, and just for fun, we relay back to the finish line which
runners are leading at critical junctions of the race. Amateur television also is utilized to transmit
pictures back to spectators near the finish line.

It only takes about four radio operators to work the races, but with more operators, it is easier to
get a break, and of course the more the merrier! The races, which traditionally involves about ten
area junior and senior high schools, starts at 8:00 and we're usually all packed up and out by

early afternoon. Mark your calendar now!
by Jack Snyder, WDSMLV



News and Notes

Have you checked out the club’s web page lately? Go to w8fy.org and see the latest updates. Big
thanks go to Mike, K8PBE for continuing to work hard on that ongoing club project.
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Hamfest 2004 was a success! That is, if you define success as making money for the club, then
the primary goal was accomplished, despite being down on ticket sales. It’s never too early to be
promoting next year’s hamfest. Flyers will be ready for next year to be distributed at the Findlay
Hamfest. If you go to any hamfests between now and next year’s Van Wert Hamfest, be sure to
take along some flyers to place on the headquarters table, or better yet, talk to vendors at other
hamfests and pass out flyers and give them a personal invite to our hamfest. Getting the word out
is the key, and if we go to other hamfests, we will be making contact with those who go to
hamfests and will be most likely to come to ours.
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At the last club meeting, the club voted to purchase a new television set to replace the 13” color
set that was purchased by EMA years ago. It will be used in the basement for monitoring
weather radar and also at club activities where a TV would be handy, such as the up coming
county fair.
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Speaking of television, we have a few years to think about the change over that is taking place in
commercial television and how it will impact amateur TV. First, when broadcasters stop
transmitting in analog format, eventually there will be very few television sets that will be able to
receive our ATV repeater signal. A future challenge for the technical committee will be looking
at the upgrade of the ATV equipment to digital formats.
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Speaking of digital, I recently purchased a digital converter so that I could begin to pick up
digital signals that are being transmitted by the commercial stations. The goal was to be able to
pick up Star Trek Enterprise that is being fed on one of WANE’s digital feeds. Much to my
surprise and delight, I can also receive one of WANE’s other digital channels which is dedicated
full time to their doppler radar video and NOAA weather radio audio! Now I don’t have to get on
the internet or squint at the miniscule radar picture in the corner of the TV. Was it worth the
$200 price tag? Well, yeah, I guess. I look for those converters to be more readily available in
the near future and hopefully lower in price.
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See you at the big Van Wert County Fair September 1-8. W8FY will occupy the same space in
the commercial building as in previous years. Wednesday is a free day/evening, so come on out
and help us get set up and ready to promote ham radio and the club. There will be a club
meeting Saturday night during the fair. Also a tradition at the fair is the annual band show
Tuesday night which the radio club always assists the fair board with communications. It’s
always a great show and fun to help with.

B
------——--compiled by Jack Snyder, WDSMLV
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2004 | VWARC CALENDAR
Aug 28 | Ohio Qso Party noon till midnight at the club or at home, phone or CW ya'll come |Aug 28
Sep 1 Setup booth at Fairground. Keep .85 on for schedule! You All Come WBS8YIH
9/1-9/8 | VAN WERT COUNTY FAIR; plan now to help VWARC in the booth and at the activities.
Sep 6 Band Show at the Fair. We can always use more help at Booth or on track!
Sep 4 ... |VWARC Meeting at EMA Office, 8:00 PM. / Hamfest Meeting at 7:30 everyone is w‘elcomeI
Sep 4-5 AGCW SK Pty; All Asia DX, Phone; RSGB & IARU Rgn 1 FD SSB: |
Sep 6-7 Mi QRP Labor Day Sprint, CW 'Sep 4
Sep 11-12 Van Wert County Regional Airport _Festival of Flight 2004 Sentimental Journey |KC8QHK
MDon't need to help with Air Show this year, off to Findlay! | Sep 11
Sep12... Findlay Hamfest* Asian DX ,SSB; NA Sprint CW W8DHG
Sep 11-13 ARRL VHF QSO Party; NA Sprint CW; WAE DX SSB; TN QSO Pty Sep 18
N8OSO
Sep 18 | *PICNIC TIME* VWARC Meeting at Joyce & Cork's, 6:00 PM *POTLUCK* You'll Come!|Sep 25
4144 Dull-Robinson Rd 2mi North and 2mi East of Convoy Talkin on .85 WD8MLV
Sep 18-19 |ARRL 10 GHz Test;WA State Salmon Run, Scandinavian Days Test,CW;
also 18-19 QCWA QSO Party; NA Sprint SSB; QRP Afield Sep 19, Hamfest; Cincinnati
Sep 25 ... VAN WERT CC Invitationa (Cross Country at Hospital) We need to stand and WATCH!
Sep 25 ... |EXAMS Van Wert EMA 2:00 PM, Contact Bob, KA8IAF for info 419-795-5763 (pre-register Oct 2
Sep 25-26 TX & AL QSO Partys; CQ WW RTTY; ; ARCI Fall QSO Pty; Hamfest, Cleveland KC8RYS
also NASprint SSB; Scandinavian Days Test,SSB; Homebrewer Sprint Oct 9
WDSLPY
Oct2... [VWARC Meeting at EMA Office, 8:00 PM. / Hamfest Meeting at 7:30 everyone is welcome Oct 16
QOct 2-3 ***SET** - OCT 2-3 Simulated Emergency Test, Hamfest, Goshen, IN 10/3 KHBILT
Oct 2-3 | CA QSO Pty; Oceania DX Test SSB; EU Sprint SSB, RSGB 21/28 TARA PSK31 Rumble |Oct 23
WB8YIH
Oct 8 YLRL Anniversary Party CW * and 432 Fall Sprint;** Oct 9, Lima Hamfest ** Oct 30
Oet 9-10 |Oceania DX Test CW; EU Autumn Sprint CW; PA QSO Party; NA RTTY & FISTS Sprint | KC8QHK
Oct 15 YLRL Anniversary Party SSB
Oct 16 ... |VWARC Meeting at EMA Office, 8:00 PM. / Field Day Meeting at 7:30 we need ideast
Oct 16-17 Asia-Pacific Sprint; RSGB 21/28 MHZ CW ; Worked All Germany Contest;
Oct 16-17 | JOTA, help a Scout work a Scout "Jamboree on the Air." Nov 6
Oct 23-24 W/VE Islands QSO Pty; FISTS Coast to Coast; 50 MHZ Sprint W8DHG
Oct 30-31 ** CQ WW DX Contest SSB *™* 10-10 Int. CW; **Oct 31, Hamfest, Massillon** Nov 13
also ARRL Int. EME ** Oct 31 ** Daylight Saving Time Ends! HOORAY N8OSO
Nov 20
Nov 6 ... |VWARC Meeting at EMA Office, 8:00 PM. / Hamfest Meeting at 7:30 everyone is welcome WD8MLV
Nov 6-8 |** ARRL Sweepstakes CW ** with ARCI QRP Bulls & NA College Champs Test Nov 27
also 6-7 High Speed CW, IPA SSB and Ukrainian tests KC8RYS
Nov 13-14 Japan Int. DX Phone; WAE DX RTTY:; OK/OM DX TEST CW
Nov 13-14 |Fort Wayne HAMFEST and Indiana State Convention TELL'EM VW IS JULY 17, 2005
Nav 20 ... |VWARC Meeting at EMA Office, 8:00 PM. / Field Day Meeting at 7:30
Nov 20-22 ** ARRL Sweepstakes Phone ** includes NA Collegiate ARC Championship Dec 4
WDSLPY
Nov 27 ... |EXAMS Van Wert EMA 2:00PM, Contact Walt, WB8FNB for info 419-394-2976 (pre-registe Dec 11
Nov 27-28 *** CQ WW DX CW Confest *** KHBILT
Dec 4... |VWARC ANNUAL MEETING at EMA Office, 8:00 PM Election Time! $3$ dues also $$ {Dec 18
WB8YIH
Dec 18 ... WWARC CHRISTMAS PARTY at ??North Pole?? It will happen; EMA is now the NP! |Dec 25
>> v July 17th |KC8QHK
hint* | VWARC HAMFEST 2005 coming in JULY 2005 stay tuned for date!l << seeya :







