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2004 Good Year for WSFY

" As we head into the final month of 2004, it’s traditional to look back on the year and see how we
done, what we accomplished, or even our short comings as we plan for the new year.
I think W8FY had another good year. I won’t go over the whole year, but since the past
newsletter, the club had another nice showing at the county fair and also received word of another first
place finish in Field Day competition.

The big draw at the fair, of course, was the EMA tornado tapes and DVD’s. No matter how many
times you’ve seen it, the images of the November 2002 tornado get people’s attention. So many fairgoers
came into the booth and told their stories...some of the just coincidental; others were first hand
experiences of how they survived the big one and lived to tell it. Everyone knew someone who was
directly affected by the storm’s devastation, one way or anther. It was great to hear those stories, and of
course, tell ours, and the radio club’s.

Something new this year at the fair, although it’s not new to ham radio, was our demonstration of
Echo Link. In barest of terms, Echo Link basically links ham radio with the internet. Denny Trisel,
N8RAA, has been into this mode for quite some time now, and he is the system operator for a gateway to
the internet. There are two ways to get into it: you can get on two meters and access his system that
connects you to the internet, or you can get on your computer and access Echo Link online. The net result
is that you can talk to other radio amateurs, potentially anywhere in the world where there is a connection
to the internet. And part of the beauty of the system is that you need to be a licensed ham to get into Echo
Link, so you know you’re talking to an amateur on the other side.

At the fair, we were able to access Denny’s system via two meter simplex. Echo Link then takes
over, and with tone control you can punch in the numbers to get into other systems that will link you with
other hams on simplex or repeater connections, or those at their computer keyboards. During the fair,
Florida was bracing for the next hurricane, and we were able to listen into the hurricane emergency and
traffic nets. Some were passing traffic; others were gathering weather reports from around the state to
assist the National Hurricane Center get a fix on the path of the storm. Interesting listening, and it’s only
on ham radio!

Local Scouts got a taste of Echo Link during the annual Jamboree on the Air event that turns the
mics over to the youngsters for contacting other Scouts. Many thanks to Dave and Cheryl Taylor for their
efforts in coordinating the local efforts and to Cork, W8DHG for his help at the radio with the kids.

Echo Link software is free and available at echolink.org for downloading. The home page has all
the info the beginner will need to get started. And if you do get into it, I’m sure Denny would be happy to
help you.

by Jack Snyder, WDSMLV



2005 NET ROSTER

MO DAY CALL NAME MO DAY CALL NAME
JAN 1 WBDHG  Cork Polling JUL 2 KH6ILT Tom Laus
8 WD8SMLV  Jack Snyder 9 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields
15 KHBILT Tom Laus 16 WBDHG  Cork Polling
22 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields 23 WD8MLV  Jack Snyder
29 W8DHG  Cork Polling 30 KH6ILT Tom Laus
FEB 5 WD8MLV Jack Snyder AUG 6 WB8YIH Ralph Shields
12 KHBILT Tom Laus 13 W8DHG Cork Polling
19 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields 20 WD8MLV  Jack Snyder
26 W8DHG  Cork Polling 27 KH6ILT Tom Laus
MAR 5 WD8SMLV  Jack Snyder SEP 3 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields
12 KH6ILT Tom Laus 10 W8DHG Cork Polling
19 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields 17 WD8SMLV  Jack Snyder
26 W8DHG  Cork Polling 24 KH6ILT Tom Laus
APR 2 WD8SMLV  Jack Snyder OCT 1 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields
9 KH6ILT Tom Laus 8 WBDHG  Cork Polling
16 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields 15 WD8SMLV  Jack Snyder
23 WBDHG  Cork Polling 22 KHSBILT Tom Laus
30 WDSMLV  Jack Snyder 29 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields
MAY 7 KH6ILT Tom Laus NOV 5 W8DHG Cork Polling
14 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields 12 WD8MLV  Jack Snyder
21 WBDHG  Cork Polling 19 KH6ILT Tom Laus
28 WD8BMLV  Jack Snyder 26 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields
JUN 4 KH6ILT Tom Laus DEC 3 WBDHG  Cork Polling
11 WB8YIH  Ralph Shields 10 WD8BMLV  Jack Snyder
18 W8DHG Cork Polling 17 KH6ILT Tom Laus
25 WDSMLV  Jack Snyder 24 WB8YIH Ralph Shields
31 W8DHG  Cork Polling

----------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is the Van Wert Area Two Meter Emergency and Traffic Net. We meet every Saturday moming at
10:30 am local time. This net is organized for the purpose of practicing net operations for emergency

preparedness, handling traffic, net announcements and general information of interest to all amateurs. Net
control will control the net and dispatch traffic by recognized outlets. Procedures governing a controlied
net are in effect. Your net control is (YOUR CALL). My name is (YOUR NAME).

Is there any emergency or priority traffic? If so, please call net control at this time.

Are there any mobile stations or stations on short time wishing to check in, please call net control.

At this time, all other stations wishing to check in please call (YOUR CALL).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This concludes the net business as | have it listed. | wish to thank all of you that checked in and invite you to
join us next Saturday morning at the same time. The net control will be (NEXT ON THE LIST). This is
(YOUR CALL) net control closing the net at (LOCAL TIME). We now turn this frequency back to normal
amateur use. Thank you and good morning.



ATTITUDE

After reading the article NEVER MORE PROUD, submitted by Keith Cheney, NOVY6, Austin,
Texas, in the correspondence section of December 2004 issue of QST, I began to wonder what
inspires some amateur radio operators to participate with emergency situations and others shun
away. In fact in this article Keith points out that some amateur operators even intentionally
interfered with the networks that were passing emergency and health and welfare messages
during the aftermath of the hurricanes in Florida. What causes this split in the amateur radio

society?

There are those who talk about the need for amateur radio operators to show professionalism
as they take part in emergency situations. As one of our members told me, we are not
professionals because this leads to the thought of a person in a paid career. And that may be
rightfully so when you understand how professionalism is defined. The Merriam-Webster
Dictionary defines it as “1: the conduct, aims, or qualities that characterize or mark a
profession or a professional person. 2: the following of a profession (as athletics) for gain or
livelihood®. As amateur radio operators we are not utilizing our time in helping with
communications during emergencies for gain or livelihood. So we do not fit into the description
of professionalism.

So how can the actions of amateur radio operators? It has been suggested that attitude plays
an important role for actions. It is defined by the Merriam-Webster Dictionary as “a mental
position or feeling with regard to a fact or state”. So in other words amateur radio operators
have to get in the right attitude as they handle emergency communications for what incident
they are involved with. But is that really enough?

Let's add the term of excellence to this. Again we go to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary and
find it described as “1: the quality of being excellent. 2: an excellent or valuable quality”. So if
we put these terms together we can describe the actions of amateur operators during an
emergency incident as being controlled by an attitude of excellence. This means they are in the
right attitude to do an excellent job in handling communications for whatever agency they are
serving.

So the next time you are involved in handling emergency communications think about the
attitude you are in so the non-amateur people involved can say you have an attitude of
excellence.

Ralph - WB8YIH
EC Van Wert County



NEWS & nsts

ell it’s that time again. Open
Squelch, Annual Meeting,
Christmas Party, Dues,( hope
you got last years paid before now), if not Jack
will still take the money. We trust you had a
great Thanksgiving and are ready for
Christmas and the Winter Amateur Radio
Season, there are lots of things to do!
hanks to all who helped with
the news letter this time and to
: Mike for his work on the web
site, perhaps you will find the Open Squelch
there and tell a friend about (www.w8fy.org).
If you have info or ideas for the site let Mike,
K8PBE know what you are thinking.
Thanks also to Steve, WKF; Mike, PBE; and
Tom, ILT for work on equipment around
WS8FY. Steve needed a bath after getting the
440 repeater out of the Hospital, he already
had one this year! They are working now to
get the Packet system back up in good
running order and hope you’ll use it.
The .70 machine, or at least the controller
and/or phone patch need some updating to
work with the new phone system at the EMA
At least there is high speed internet at the
EMA now, mare on this elsewhere in OS.
- lbe ARRL is again giving a
T commission for renewal ($2)
through the Club and also a
$15 payment to the Club for New Members or
renewals of lapsed membership over 2 years
old. Anyone interested let the Club know, we
voted to quit doing this several years ago.
You know if you join the League you will get
QST free. See Cork for explanation.
. B peaking of ARRL they are still
S fighting the fight on BPL
: (Broadband over power lines)
now that the FCC has brought out the rules,
Amateurs and other services have the right to
not be interfered with but it will take a lot of
vigilance to be protected. At least the ARRL

along with IEEE are part of the committee

setting the standards. It does help to support
the only national organization we have.

ave KB8JYV, is trying to come

up with the Klondike Derby

schedule. It should be in

Defiance at Camp Lakota in January. Listen on

the air, for when we get the info I know we will

need help, the more the merrier!

Iluminum (al-u-min-u-m)or

A however Ernie would say it

Walt, WB8FNB and/or Roger,

KC8OPP have a line on 1 3/4 OD aircraft

‘hardness tubes 20 feet long that is selling at

recycle price and it’s brand new stuff in the
box. It’s got to be good for an antenna? how?
ey there! We did it again. First
Bin the 4F Class at Field Day
@ 2004. Ya there were only 15
entries in the class across the USA but there
were other classes with fewer entrants.
VWARC did a great job and that’s a fact.
Thanks to everyone, each of you helped to
make it possible, congratulations! It’s always
nice to be at the top, but FD is fun regardless.
s you will see on the listing of
Net Control Stations for the 2
Meter Net the list has been
reduced to just 4 stations. It’s not because they
are better at it, but they are the guys the show
up most of the time. Any of the NCS will be
glad to let you run the net, just ask and be there
and we will happy to have you. That’s for sure!
erhaps this is a good time to go
looking for traffic. No, not at
the mall, I saw the pictures and
I don’t think 30 or 127 are what I had in mind.
The electronic post cards that our NTS
(National Traffic System) can handle so well
are in short supply. We (VWARC) see it at the
fair, and even the OSSB Net is always looking
for traffic. I hope we all try to find some and
make a couple of people happy in the process!







